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Veterans Committee  
Meeting of November 14, 2017 

Wenham Town Hall, 138 Main Street  
  
  
Pursuant to the Open Meeting Law, M.G.L. Chapter 30 A, §§ 18-25, written notice posted by the Town Clerk delivered to all 
Committee members, a meeting of the Veterans Committee was held 9 am on Tuesday November 14, 2017 in the Selectmen 
Chambers. 
  
The mission of the Veterans Committee is to perpetuate and support the Veteran’s, ceremonies, events, and other activities in the Town of 
Wenham.  The Veterans Committee consists of (9) members appointed by the Board of Selectmen who will assist veterans and their 
families, as appropriate, in cooperation with other organizations and agencies. The Veterans Committee was appointed by the Board of 
Selectmen (BOS) on March 21, 2017.   
•  One-year terms ending on June 30, 2017- Bruce Blanchard, Robert Breaker, Joseph Bubriski.    
•  Two-year terms ending on June 30, 2018 - Albert Dodge, Michael Lucy, Dean Pedersen   
•  Three-year terms ending on June 30, 2019 – Peter Hersee (appointed 5/2/17); Selectman John Wilhelm, Ex-officio   

  
With a quorum present, Mr. Pedersen called the meeting to order at 9:01 am.  
Committee present: Dean Pedersen, Chair; Bruce Blanchard; Officer Robert Breaker; Win Dodge; Peter Hersee; Mike Lucy 
Not present Selectman John Wilhelm; Joe Bubriski  
Also present: Catherine Tinsley, Recording Secretary  
 
Minutes - Mr. Lucy moved to approve the minutes of 17 October 2017 and it was unanimous to do so. 
 
Review of Veteran’s Day (2017) 
 
Mr. Dodge reported he went to the veteran’s breakfast at the Hamilton Legion on Veteran’s Day, where he was given the 
opportunity to announce the formation of this committee. 
 
Those members that attended the Veteran’s Day service at the Veteran’s Memorial thought the flow of the ceremony was 
good and was well attended with 100-150 people.  The luncheon at the fire station was also well attended, unfortunately it was  
too cold this year to open the garage doors, which felt a less welcoming. 
Although it was the intention to consolidate the services at the Veteran’s Memorial, the wreath placement at the Cheeseman 
Memorial will continue to be done as long as the Cheeseman’s are a part of the community. 
 
Mr. Dodge also attended the Korean War Medal Ceremony at the Ipswich High School in October.  He also said this was a 
well-organized and well attended event with upwards of 300 people in attendance.  Mr. Dodge said it was an emotional 
ceremony with 60-70 veteran’s/families awarded this recognition.  The Scouts each presented a veteran with their award. 
The BOS will be asked to recognize two Wenham residents that received the award.  
 
 
USO Karen Tyler - With Ms. Tyler’s absence this agenda item was deferred to the next meeting and Ms. Tyler will again be 
asked to attend the meeting. 
 
Roster of (Wenham) Veterans  
 
Mr. Pedersen reported he was in possession of a list of all veterans’ in Wenham directly from the census; this will be shared 
with the Committee.  Although it is public information, the committee was asked to keep it private. 
There are approximately 140 veterans in Wenham. 
 
Roster of Military Buried in Wenham  
 
Mr. Pedersen received a copy of the 1996 list of Veterans buried in the Wenham cemeteries. 
This was considered a good start to begin updating the records.  The Cemetery Commission will be asked to provide updated 
information.  This information may be used for the planning of the 375th if it is decided to place wreaths on veteran’s graves.   
Approximately 279 veteran’s graves were listed.  It was noted that the cost per wreath is $15; fundraising will be considered. 
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Flag Protocol 
 
Flag protocol has been brought up in the past, specifically when to lower the flag at the Veteran’s Memorial. 
It was observed that there are numerous flags in the center of Wenham that as a part of the municipality are lowered when the 
President or Governor issue a proclamation to lower flags to half-staff. 
Past discussion was brought up to have flag protocol on lowering the flag at the memorial when the proclamation is issued to 
lower flags at municipal buildings. 
 
The Committee opined that the Veteran’s Memorial Park is a separate from the Town, but for the public driving by it would 
be best to lower it when proclamations are issued. 
 
The Committee also considered that there are occasions Town flags are lowered for a town official / someone connected to 
the town and how this impacts the Veteran’s Memorial flag.    
Mr. Lucy will draft a policy as a base for discussion at the next meeting. 
 
 
Ideas for Outreach 
 
Mr. Dodge will draft a questionnaire to help the Committee understand the needs of Veterans in town.  
Ideas suggested included a breakfast for Veteran’s – possible locations – Tea House, First Church, and to team-up with 
Hamilton to promote benefits available to Veterans; it was noted this was previously done and not well attended. 
 
The Committee’s purpose is to be a go between Wenham Veteran’s and VSO and it was noted that the VSO’s input would be 
valuable to this discussion.  This will be on a future agenda.  The committee asked the chair to have Ms. Tyler provide a date 
when she can meet. 
 
The North Shore Collaborative was mentioned as a resource that pulls together agencies and organizations that work for 
veterans.  Mr. Dodge noted there is basic information that needs to be packaged and available to veterans.  
The Committee summarized the discussion should center around what can be done, what should be done, and how to best 
contact the veterans in town. 
The Committee concurred that discussions on planning Memorial Day begins in January.  Because 2018 is the 375th   
Anniversary it was questioned if this would be the appropriate year to discuss a two-town parade with Hamilton as previously 
mentioned.  Gary Cheeseman will be asked to attend as a rep of the 375th will be invited to attend the December or January 
meeting. 
It was noted that a combined parade would minimize the stress on Route 1A and would allow the high school band to only 
march in one parade.  The town could then disperse to their own respective services. 
Also promoted as part of this discussion would be to have no parade on Memorial Day, just services and to consider an 
alternate date/ occasion for a town parade, such as July 4th. 
 
 
Next meeting - The next meeting date was set for December 5th.  
If Ms. Tyler is not available for that meeting date, but is available December 12, the Committee agreed to meet December 12. 
 
 
Adjournment - The committee unanimously adjourned at 10:05 am. 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted By  
Catherine Tinsley 
11.14.17 
 


